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world revolution, therefore, even if delayed, a world revolu-
tion must come. When Kamenev reported on the peace
negotiations on December 31 to a joint meeting of the
Central Executive Committee of the party, the Petrograd
Soviet, and representatives of the army, he criticized
bitterly the hypocrisy of the German policy, but added his
conviction that this same policy would lead to the downfall
of German imperialism and to a peace with revolutionary
Germany.1

It is part of the strange enigma of Lenin that, though
he never failed to gauge the reactions of the Russian masses,
of whose mental processes he possessed an almost uncanny
intuitive understanding, he never succeeded in estimating
accurately the workings of the European working-class
mind. Its lack of Slav mysticism, its failure to appreciate
the grandiloquencies of Marxist phraseology, seem to have
created a non-receptive mentality which failed to respond
to Lenin's undoubted revolutionary genius. But, though
Lenin shared the early illusions of his friends, he was the
first to awake to the fact that they were impossible of
realization.

So at this juncture, when the majority of the party
refused to believe that, even with enough time and sufficient
propagandist encouragement, the Bolsheviks of Europe
would fail to follow the example of their Russian comrades
and establish a dictatorship of their own, Lenin was on
the verge of a great reversal of policy. While the others
declared that propaganda activities must be intensified in
all countries in order to profit by the change and slackening
of the revolutionary tempo, he agreed, but for different
reasons.

Hp was perfectly willing that the Governments should

be vilified  and  the workers  " educated", that  every

opportoity should be used to expose the hypocrisy and

flagrant brigandage  of the  Central  Powers,  and  that
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